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Greetings Sisters and Misters: 

It’s hard to believe another month has gone by.  It seems like we 
were just here together, daydreaming about summer. And, what 
a soggy summer it’s been!  

There have been some exciting developments since I last wrote. 
For starters, we locked in Nancy Pickard as the keynote speaker 
for our Mystery Writers One-Day Getaway in September. As I’m 
typing this, the board is putting the finishing touches on what our 
day will look like. It’s in this newsletter and after I’m done 
rambling, you should really check it out. This is going to be a 
pretty awesome event and I hope that a lot of you are able to 
make it. 

The next exciting piece of news is that we’re going to start 
sending the newsletter to anyone and everyone that wants it. No 
membership required. There had been much discussion on what 
should be included with membership with our local chapter. The 
six of us board members went back and forth on this or that, and 
we came to the conclusion that maximum promotion for our 
members should be at the top of our list. This way, our newsletter 
can reach fans, organizations and other writers who are 
contemplating membership, making us grow and be more 
fantastic. Only NEOSinC members will be allowed to submit 
content to be included in the newsletter. Your events and news 
will reach more readers and hopefully this will help with sales, 
event attendance and add a personable touch. Especially when we 
start having some Q&A between the readers and writers. We all 
know how important it is these days to stay in the eye of your 
fans, interact and let them know that you’re real people who are 
just like them with common interests, aspirations and goals. 

Which leads me to my next topic: shared interests. We all have 
them and we have no idea. For example, on a recent Facebook 
post, I saw that Amanda Flower also was sucked in by the new 
trend of adult coloring. How exciting! And here I thought I was 
the only one. Or, my new obsession and love for Walt Longmire… 
T.K. Starr is also a fan. They’re small things, but they really go a 
long way and make you feel “relatable”. So…let’s really start 
getting to know each other. In the next issue, I would like to have 
a segment on what everyone enjoys doing when they aren’t busy 
writing. Maybe you are a thrill-seeker and enjoy sky-diving, or 
you really like Buffy the Vampire Slayer and have marathons on 
Sunday nights. Whatever it is, let’s put it in the next issue and 
see what happens. You might be surprised what you learn. 

Also, in case you were wondering, after much deliberation on 
these new coloring books with all their intricacies….I’ve finally 
decided on a mixture of colored pencils AND crayons for my adult 
coloring adventures. Go big or go home, right? 

Until next time…Happy Writing!  
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What Mystery Writers Need to Know about 

the Courtroom 
 

 
                                       Want to get it right when you’re writing courtroom scenes?  
 Do you really know who’s who in the courtroom and what they do?  
                    Join us at our meeting when our speaker will be  retired Lake County Magistrate 
                  Janice Sindelar  Evans.  
  
A graduate of Cleveland Marshall College of Law, Evans was in private practice until being 
appointed as a Hearing Officer in the Lake County Court of Common Pleas, Division of 
Domestic Relations, where she served as a Magistrate until her retirement in 2009. As a Trial 
Magistrate, she heard contested and uncontested divorces, dissolutions, petitions for Civil 
Protection Orders and other legal proceedings. She has served as a mediator conducting 
family law mediations and as an arbitrator in civil disputes and was twice elected to the 
Geauga County Board of Education. 
  
A fan of history and biography, Evans is also an avid reader of mystery and suspense. More 
about that at the meeting. 
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Tuesday, July 14 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg 
Public Library 
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FBI Special Agent Jeff Kassouf has been with the bureau 
for 13 years working both white collar crime and national 
security matters in the Buffalo (Rochester RA) and 
Cleveland divisions. Jeff has been on SWAT for over 12 
years. He has a BA in accounting from Bowling Green 
and an MBA from Cleveland State.   
 
 

August Guest  

FBI Special Agent Jeff Kassouf 

Meet him… 

To write 
these… 

Learn from an 
expert to help hone 
your knowledge of 
how the FBI really 
works!  
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Get away from the house, the spouse, the kids, the cats (and dogs), 
the job, the neighbors, well-meaning friends and relatives and the 

mile-long to-do list. 
  

Come to the Northeast Ohio Sisters In Crime (NEOSinC)  
Mystery Writers One-Day Getaway! 

  
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Twinsburg Public Library 
10050 Ravenna Rd. 
Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 
   
Keynote Presentation 
"Mystery Writing: A Most Mysterious Occupation" 
Mystery writing and the "greater mystery" of creativity.  
The strange and wonderful and unexplainable things  
that happen when a writer is "in the flow," and how  
to get into that flow.  
  
Writing Workshop 
"First Sentence, First Paragraph, First Page" 
How do you get there? What makes it work?  
How do you keep going? 
  
Nancy Pickard's most recent novel, The Scent of Rain and  
Lightning, is currently being turned into a feature film. It was  
a Barnes & Noble "Recommends" selection and stayed five  
weeks on the New York Times best seller list. Her previous  
stand-alone novel, The Virgin of Small Plains, was an Edgar  
Award finalist for best novel, as have been two of her other novels, The Whole Truth, and I.O.U. Nancy 
is a winner of multiple Macavity, Agatha, and Anthony awards for her novels and short stories.  

 Nancy is a founding member and former president of Sisters In Crime, and she founded her local 
chapter in the Kansas City area. She is a former national board member of the Mystery Writers of 
America. Before writing stand-alone novels, she wrote 10 books in the Jenny Cain mystery series, and 
three books in the Marie Lightfoot series. She lives in Prairie Village, Kansas. where she is working on 
her 19th novel. 

Keynote Speaker: 
Best-selling Author  

Nancy Pickard 
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Victoria Selvaggio: “Composing the Query Letter" 

Mastering the art of writing that well-polished manuscript takes time and skill. So 
does composing the query letter. Victoria will cover the essentials of a query, 
including a few do’s and don’ts. She’ll also include, as time allows, a bit about The 
Jennifer De Chiara Literary Agency and herself—her protocol on reviewing queries 
vs. manuscripts, what she looks for in submissions, partial vs. full manuscript 
requests, and Victoria’s overall agent goals. Victoria is an associate agent with the 
Jennifer De Chiara Literary Agency, drawn to publishing first as an author writing 
all genres, with her most recent publication in the 2015 Children’s Writer’s and 
Illustrator’s Market. Her passion for honing the craft carried over into reading 
manuscripts for the agency. She also brings more than seven years of actively 
working as a volunteer and regional advisor for SCBWI: Northern Ohio, the 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. Currently, she is excited to read 
compelling manuscripts that will resonate with her long after she’s done. 

 

Megan Testa, MD: "Crime and the Mind" 
Dr. Testa is a physician specializing in adult, community and forensic psychiatry.   
She completed medical school at Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine. During her psychiatric residency, Dr. Testa became interested in the 
criminalization of mental illness and the social effects of having severe and 
persistent mental illness. She currently practices at University Hospitals, where 
community contracts allow her to care for individuals with mental illness and 
criminal histories at local mental health agencies. Previously she practiced at 
Northcoast Behavioral Healthcare as a psychiatrist for individuals who were found  
incompetent to stand trial on criminal charges. 

Registration fee includes:  
·       All presentations: Nancy Pickard, Dr. Megan Testa, Victoria Selvaggio 
·       Nancy Pickard Writing Workshop  
·       "Ask Me Anything" sessions with NEOSinC published authors 
·       Food: continental breakfast, lunch, afternoon break 
·       Opportunity to meet, talk and mingle with local mystery authors 
·       Book signings (Learned Owl bookstore will be onsite with participating authors’ books) 
·       Entry in door prize drawing and other surprises 

 Cost: 
NEOSinC members  $30 
Non-members $35 
Members of other SinC chapters $30 

 
Registration Opens August 1 at the Twinsburg Library Web site. 
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Sisters and Misters, 

How did we score national best-selling author Nancy Pickard to be the keynote speaker at our Mystery Writers 
One-Day Getaway? It all started at this year's Malice Domestic conference in Bethesda back in May. SinC 
National Chapter Liaison Martha Reed held a meeting with all the chapter presidents who were there. One of 
the things Martha shared with us was that National was in the planning stage for a great new service to 
chapters, a SinC Speakers Bureau Roadshow under the leadership of SinC Past Presidents Laura DiSilverio and 
Hank Phillippi Ryan. Roadshow would provide and fund member authors for chapter meetings and events.   

The bad news, for us, was that the program wouldn’t start until next year. Then last month word came that 
planning was going much faster than expected and Roadshow would launch this year starting in September. 
Talk about good timing! I alerted our board, and the morning of the launch  I was waiting online for the details. 
By that afternoon our request was submitted and the following afternoon an e-mail came from Hank saying 
that our request was approved! 

 Thanks to the generosity and service orientation of SinC, we can bring in the stellar Nancy Pickard as our 
keynote speaker and still keep our registration at an exceptionally low cost. And thanks to the generosity and 
willingness of Nancy, she has not only agreed to be our speaker, but has offered to conduct a writing workshop 
at our Getaway!  

 In this issue of the Myst-Erie Blotter, you're getting advance notice of the Getaway before we promote it outside 
NEOSinC. We hope you'll take advantage of the opportunity to devote a day to immersing yourself in the craft 
of mystery writing. Share the information with writer friends, writing groups and others who have an interest 
in mystery writing. More information will be shared at our chapter meeting 7 p.m. Tuesday evening, July 14, at 
the Twinsburg Library, and in the August newsletter. 

                       Irma Baker 
     NEOSinC President 

"What's an "Ask Me Anything" Session? 
  
As an aspiring mystery writer or published writer, do you have questions about the craft, the experiences, 
the business of mystery writing? Who do you ask? Where do you get answers? Who better to answer? 
Mystery authors themselves. At our Mystery Writers One-Day Getaway, "Ask Me Anything" will be 
informal sessions hosted by our member authors. There's no limit to the number of authors in a session. If 
you are an active NEOSinC member and published author planning to attend the One-Day Getaway and 
would like to share your knowledge and experience in an "Ask Me Anything" session, just send me an e-
mail at irmabak1@aol.com. 



Saturday, September 12 
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December 15 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

October 13 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

•Mystery Writers One-Day Getaway 

*See details on pages 5, 6 and 7  

•FBI Evidence Response  

November 10 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

September 22 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

2015 Meeting Schedule 

When is that meeting? 
Flexible scheduling in progress 

 
Please note that specific dates, times and locations for future meetings are tentative 
until confirmed closer to the date.  
 
We've moved to a scheduling system based on availability of space, speakers and 
demonstrations, such as June’s cadaver dog presentation. (For a recap of that 
presentation, see Gloria Alden’s article starting on page 9.) Our intent is to have a 
meeting each month, generally around the second week of the month, though the 
date, time and location may vary. We hope the flexible scheduling will give us more 
options for interesting and helpful presentations and enable more members to take 
advantage of these opportunities and resources.  
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In June, Gloria reached her 200th blog on Writers Who Kill. She just so happened to write about our last meeting 
with Ed Ripepi and the cadaver dog. Because this is such an achievement, we wanted to include Gloria’s blog 
along with the pictures she took. 

Visit her blog and leave a comment so she knows you stopped by!  http://writerswhokill.blogspot.com/ 

Last week our local chapter of Sisters in Crime (NEOSinC) had as our guest Ed Ripepi, the owner of 
Verso Casual Italian Restaurant in Parma, Ohio, and also the owner and handler of a trained cadaver 
and tracking dog. Jet is a Czech Shepherd. Ed went to the Czech Republic to pick him out when he 
was a puppy because his first cadaver and tracking dog, Remo, a white German shepherd, was 
getting older and ready to be retired. He brought Jet home and turned him over to Paul Shaughnessy 
in Hiram, Ohio. 
 
Paul Shaughnessy’s business, Excel K-9 Services, Inc. is based out of Hiram, but he has branches in 
other states, too. He and his training staff annually travel to the Netherlands Antilles to train 25 
handlers and 30 dogs to create a highly effective professional K-9 unit. The process starts with dog 
selection, imprinting, and proceeding through several months of handler and dog training. The unit 
consists of Patrol Dog Teams, Narcotics Detection Dog Teams, Explosive Detection Dog Teams and 
Search and Rescue Dog and Emergency Response Teams. These teams are ready to respond to any 
emergency on land and seaport. He has extended his business to on-site training worldwide to meet 
client needs.  
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On the Monday Ed came, he brought a few 
items he uses with his dogs. He left his dog 
in his vehicle because he would be too 
distracting to the audience at the beginning, 
but later when he brought him in, we found 
him delightful. He described how his dog 
has two different collar/vests to wear 
depending on whether he’s to look for a 
cadaver or tracking a live person. Jet knows 
from the collar/vest he wears, what he is 
supposed to do. One thing he showed us 
was what he used as a treat for Jet. The dog 
doesn’t get a food treat. Either he’s thrown a 
ball to chase when he finds a cadaver or a 
person he’s been tracking – like an 
Alzheimer’s patient who wandered away 

from home or maybe a toddler who has wandered off, or in a case recently a young girl and the 
child she was babysitting. He was able to track the girl to a spot in a parking lot which makes it look 
like she met someone there and left with them. His favorite treat is a long narrow rubbery stuffed 
tube with handles on both ends. He loves playing tug of war with it. He grabs hold of one end and 
absolutely will not let go even when Ed twirls him around in circles while raising his arm until the 
dog is flying around Ed with none of his feet touching the ground. He won’t let go until Ed gives 
him the command in Czech. All the dogs' commands are in the Czech language:  Come, stay, sit, etc. 

Ed told us about the work he did with Jet to find a body in a neighborhood familiar to him since 
he’d lived there for a long time growing up. The safe community hadn’t had a murder in thirty 
years. But then a familiar man who rode his bike through the neighborhood and spoke to everyone 
went missing. He still lived at home with his mother for years and had some kind of mental 
handicap. He didn’t work, but was friendly and generally well-liked. A woman reported that a 
neighbor woman had told her that her husband had killed the man. Going only on this information, 
they started a search for him, and Ed was called to do a cadaver search.  

Other dogs and handlers on the team were called, too, but their dogs were tracking dogs. Cadaver 
dogs are trained to search out the smell of decaying human flesh. To train them coroners often give 
flesh or bone samples to stuff into a pipe for the dog to search and find. Ed said they are nothing 

Excel K-9 Services also trains dogs for family protection and therapy dogs, too. 
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you’d want to keep in your house. So while the tracking dogs were busy tracking one area, Ed 
moved in a grid area until Jet stopped at a compost pile in a back yard and stared at the spot. 

Ed called for an investigation team, and they 
dug up the decomposing body of the missing 
man. Jet’s treat? Ed threw a ball a long ways 
for Jet to race for and retrieve. It’s all a game 
for him with his reward a ball. 

The victim had moved into the basement of the 
home of a man and his wife who was in a 
wheelchair. I’m not sure, but maybe the 
victim’s mother had died. Anyway, they 
(probably only the man) were cashing the 
victim’s Social Security checks. The murderer 
pleaded it was self-defense since the man had 
attacked him, which no one believed because 
all the neighbors knew he wasn’t a violent 
person. Also, he had been shot in the back of 
the head. 

Some other things we learned that night. 
Female dogs are more aggressive so most K-9 
dogs are male. Also, males are better at 
paying attention - at least in the dog world. I 
found out dogs can smell 250 times better 
than humans, and that there are dogs who 
find bodies from a boat by smelling the 
methane gas a body releases. I also found out 
that to buy and train service dogs for police 
work, family protection or as service dogs for 
the blind, deaf, PTSD, or other disabilities, is 
very, very expensive. We’re talking ten 
thousand dollars or more. I also found out 
that Ed Ripepi gets no money for his services. 
He doesn’t charge for time, mileage, dog care 
and training and bought the dog with no 
financial assistance.  
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At least it is tax deductible, although that can’t cover the 
time and expense he puts into it, I’m sure. Why does he 
do it?  He loves dogs and helping others. Even if a 
person is found dead, it brings closure to a family. 

We all loved the two-year old Jet, who was playful and 
friendly and roamed among us to get petted. It was a 
nice ending to a very interesting meeting. In fact, he’s 
such a gentle dog, that when Ed’s wife brought home 
their newborn baby, both Jet and Remo, the retired white 
shepherd, kept visiting family members away from the 
baby not through growling, but by getting between the 
baby and the visitor and gently leaning on them to push 
them away. They’re also both gentle with their older 
child. 

 
 
One of our members wanted to own a cadaver or tracking dog. Would you? 
Have you ever met a service dog?  
 
Do you know anyone who has one? 
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Birthdays: 

July 1 – Lisa Scottoline 
July 15 – Clive Cussler 
July 18 – Les Roberts 
July 21 – Michael Connelly 
July 23 – Raymond Chandler 

July 23, 1829  
 

The first American 
typewriter (then 
referred to as 
typographer) is 
invented and 
patented by 
William Austin 
Burt. 

To Kill  
A Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee 
is published on 
July 11, 1960 

July 16, 1951 
 
Catcher In the Rye is 
published 

July is National Ice Cream Month, 
National Blueberry Month, 
National Hot Dog Month, 
National Picnic Month and 
National Pickle Month 



NEOSinC Member: Kathryn Long 
Book signing and discussion on her latest novel,  

A Deadly Deed Grows 
Learned Owl Book Shop 

204 N. Main St 
Hudson, OH 44236 

330-653-2252 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

For more information visit: www.learnedowl.com 
 

Mystery Community Events for July 

 
 

 
•Deadly Ink: Aug 7 - 9 in New Brunswick, NJ 

 
•2015 Western Reserve Book Festival: Sept 19 in Hiram, OH,  at The Kennedy Center located on the Hiram college 

campus 
To apply for space at this festival, visit: 

https://hiram.wufoo.com/forms/new-author-application-western-reserve-book/ 
 

•Magna Cum Murder – Oct 30 – Nov 1 in Indianapolis, IN, at The Columbia Club 
 

•Bouchercon 2015 – Oct 8 – Oct 11 in Raleigh, NC 

Mystery Community Events for 2015 
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July 11 

July 11  

NEOSinC Members: D.M. Pulley and Jane Turzillo 
Author Alley Annual Gathering and Book Fair 

at Loganberry Books 
13015 Larchmere Boulevard 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 

216–795-9800 
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

For more information visit: 
www.loganberrybooks.com/events/author-alley.htm 

July 12  

NEOSinC Member: D.M. Pulley 
Author Talk  

South Euclid-Lyndhurst Library 
4645 Mayfield Rd 

South Euclid, OH 44121 
216-382-4880 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
For more information visit:  

www.cuyahogalibrary.org/events 

July 20  

NEOSinC Member: Jane Turzillo 
Author Talk: Train Disasters and Robberies 

Ashtabula County District Library  
335 West 44 St 

Ashtabula, OH 44004 
440-997-9341 

6:00 p.m. 
For more information visit:  

www.ashtabula.lib.oh.us/calendar 
 



What’s Everyone Up To? 

Jane Turzillo 
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Jane’s book, Ohio Train Disasters, won second place in 
the National Federation of Press Women’s contest in 
the Historical Non-Fiction category. The book also 
won first place in the state contest before being 
nominated for the national award. In September, Jane 
will travel to Anchorage, Alaska to attend the 
ceremony and receive her award in person.  
 
This is Jane’s first national award! Be sure to 
congratulate her on this huge accomplishment! 

Shelley Costa 

Shelley Costa’s Practical Sins for Cold 
Climates, the first book in a three-book 
deal with Henery Press will come out in 
January. Shelley is currently working on 
A Killer’s Guide to Good Works, the second 
book in this amateur sleuth series with 
an edge set in the Northwoods. Shelley is 
also the author of You Cannoli Die Once 
and Basil Instinct in her Eve Angelotta 
Italian restaurant mystery series as well 
as short stories and nonfiction. 



Check It 
Out!!! 

Watch our newsletter grow! Each month we hope to bring you more and more information from the 
mystery writing world! Things to come include: 
 Member spotlights – Let’s get to know each other! 
 Have you read it? – Book recommendations for your writing and reading needs. 
 Event coverage – Read up on any events you might have missed. 
 Member contributions – Have something you want to share about an experience you had? We want 

to know! 
 
If you have suggestions for articles you’d like to see in the newsletter, email paula.corrao@yahoo.com! 
 

Did you 
know…? 

The Nancy Drew books that were 
written by Mildred Wirt Benson under 
the pseudonym Carolyn Keene were 

penned in Cleveland and Toledo when 
she was living there with her husband 
Asa Wirt of the Associated Press and, 
after his death, with husband George 

Benson, a colleague at the Toledo Blade, 
where Mildred was a reporter for  

58 years. 

Want to share 
your blog or 

website? Send 
an email to 
the editor!  

For more information on 
Mildred Wirt Benson: 
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Coming soon to a newsletter near you!  

“Keep your head down. In 
other words, keep it in the story. 
Don’t look up at what is going on in 
publishing. Forget the trends or what 
stories are the focus of hot deals. Just 
write your story, the one you know 
that you would like to read.” 
 
~Michael Connelly 
Author of the Harry Bosch series 

www.ohioana-
authors.org/benson/highlights.php 


